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No, 26. 
Gettysburg.—Continued. 


The wounding of General Sickies and his 
transfer to Washington, accompanied by his 
Medical Director, placed the medical department 
of the corps under my charge. Our number of 
wounded was very large, and the powers of the 
medical officer were taxed to the utmost to give 
them the attention they required. 

It would be difficult, indeed, to convey, in 
words, a truthful picture of the scenes attendant 
upon a field hospital where wounded are counted 
by thousands, and whose area is estimated by 
acres. Day and night the operating surgeons 
plied the knife, performing a number of ampu- 
tations which would appear to be enormous did 
we not remember the manual dexterity which 
most of our operating army surgeons have ac- 
quired in the performance of amputations, and 
the little less tact which most of the assistants 
and attendants exhibit in the performance of the 
several duties which fall to their lot. 

It is a mistaken idea, that many of the pro- 
fession at home and the public at large hold, 
that every army surgeon is an operator on the 
field of battle. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. A limited number of medical officers 
are selected to perform the operations, with a 
suitable corps of assistants and attendants, and 
it is often difficult to select the required number. 
There are many men unfitted, by taste and incli- 
nation, for operators, and there are many others 
Who do not seem to possess the requisite amount 





of mechanical skill (if we may so term it) to 
make good, practical, operating surgeons. 

The war has educated some capital attendants 
upon surgical operations—men taken from the 
ranks and detailed as nurses, and who have 
helped around so many operating tables as to 
be very skilful indeed, and really most valuable 
assistants—knowing what to do and when to do 
it without being told. I have sometimes ope- 
rated without any professional assistants at all, 
and have been compelled to call upon these 
attendants to perform those duties usually 
assigned only to professional men, and I have 
been most pleasantly surprised at the handy 
way with which they did what they had so often 
seen done by others. As far as the more common 
operations, especially amputations go, there are 
really very few details of the operation with 
which they are not well acquainted, and they 
are pretty competent to criticize in case of 
error. 

The very large per centage of shell wounds 
at Gettysburg, perhaps, somewhat increased the 
ordinary per centage of operations, and, of 
course, with the immense number of wounded, 
not a few very interesting surgical cases pre- 
sented themselves, although with the immense 
amount of work that fell to the lot of every 
surgeon, but little opportunity for studying them 
was allowed. 

I remember one or two cases that occurred 
to myself, perhaps worthy of notice. A private 
of the Fourth Excelsior was shot through the 
superior maxilla (by a conical rifle-ball) pro- 
ducing a fearfully comminuted fracture. Upon 
consultation it was decided to remove the jaw, 
which operation I performed assisted by a num- 
ber of gentlemen. I had been taught that in 
the exsection of the superior maxillary, to give 
an anesthetic is to allow the patient the hazard 
of dying by an accumulation of blood in the 
throat obstructing respiration. To overcome 
this difficulty I placed the patient, face down- 
ward, upon the table, with his head held well 
over its edge, while I knelt upon the ground 
and operated from beneath. 

The mouth of the patieut being most depen- 
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dent, the blood ran from it instead of going into 
the throat, and I took care, by frequently intre- 
ducing my finger and cleansing the fauces from 
all clots that no accidental obstruction should, 
by any means, be allowed to interfere with respi- 
ration. Complete anesthesia was produced and 
maintained during the whole operation without 
a single bad symptom occurring. The position 
of the operator was necessarily most constrained 
and uncomfortable (as well as unhandy), but 1 | 
nevertheless found but little difficulty in com-) 
pleting the operation. The patient when I left 
him was doing well. In this connection I may | 
allude to the lavish use of chloroform in army 

practice. It is almost invariably given in every | 
operation, and often times by hospital atten- | 
dants or other non-professional persons, and 
with scarcely ever a bad effect. Until the recent 

battle of Cold Harbor, I do not remember to 

have seen a death in which there was a suspi- | 
cion that the anesthetic had hastened the fatal | 
issue, or produced it; and in the case alluded to 
(which was brought to my notice by my friend, 
Ass’t Surgeon Smart, U.S. A., Medical Inspec- 
tor of the Second Corps), it was more than 
doubtful whether the chloroform had any agency 
in producing the patient’s death. . 

This immunity from bad effects in the adminis- 
tration of chloroform in field service, is due 
probably more than anything else to the fact, 
that given, as it most generally is, in the open 
air, there is an ample supply of atmospheric air 
mixed with the lethean vapor. I do not agree 
with the opinion of a recent writer among our 
“Southern brethren” that the vapor of chloro- 
form will support respiration, but on the con- 
trary I believe that in its free admixture with 
the oxygen of the atmosphere is the patient’s 
safety. 

I also excised a portion (nearly one-half) of 
the lower jaw in a patient of the Eighty-sixth 
New York. The operation was performed in 
the open air (the wagons with our tents not 
having arrived) during a rain storm, but with 
the able assistance of my friends, Surgeon J ame- 
son, Eighty-sixth N. Y. V., and Hays, One 
Hundred and Tenth P. V., and other gentlemen 
whose names I do not now recall, I experienced 
no difficulty. whatsoever. I am informed that 
the patient is now, (or was a short time since) 
in the Invalid Corps. During the present cam- 
paign I have repeated the operation three times. 
With the history of my patients subsequent to 
the operation I am unacquainted, except in one 
case, which after reaching Fredericksburg (seve- 
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ral days subsequent to the operation) came 
under the charge of that excellent surgeon, Dr. 
Le Roy McLean, of Troy, N. Y., formerly 
Surgeon of the Second New York Vols., and 
Operating Surgeon of the Third Brigade, Second 
Division, Third Corps. In this case consider. 


/able secondary hemorrhage took place which 


failing to be arrested by the ordinary means, 
Dr. McLean placed a ligature upon the common 
carotid artery, and the patient, when he left 
him, was doing excellently and had every pros. 


| pect of a speedy recovery. 


I mentioned in a previous paragraph of this 
article the heroism displayed by a major-gene- 
ral upon the amputating table. Gettysburg 
afforded a most striking instance among those 
which every surgeon in the army can give, of the 
heroism and fortitude of the private soldier. 

I was requested by'‘a chaplain, to look at a 
man whose leg had been torn off by a cannon 
ball. Pressed by the extraordinary adminis. 
trative duties devolving upon me I at first § 
demurred and referred him to one of the ope 
rating surgeons, but on representation that this 
was a peculiar case, I accompanied him to see 
the patient. 

I found him lying upon the ground, both legs 
terribly shattered by a cannon ball which had 
struck him just above the ancles. From ap 
pearances, probably a New England farmer's 
boy, he was a magnificent specimen of the 
American soldier—with a faultless physique and 
a form which any sculptor would be glad to take 
as a model of manly symmetry and grace. | 
found him with a very feeble pulse, and greatly 
prostrated although the time had fully arrived 
at which we could expect reaction from the 
shock. 

It is useless to attempt to misrepresent tos 
soldier, or to withhold from him his real con 
dition. He goes into battle knowing and ap 
preciating its dangers and prepared for its 
consequences, and when wounded, surrounded 
by the dead, the wounded, the maimed and 
dying, he expects to know the whole truth cor 
cerning his wound. 

In this case I told him frankly that he was 
very badly wounded—that no more reaction 
could reasonably be expected—that if he laid 
as he was he would certainly die, and yet ampt 
tation, his only hope, was, for one in his cot 
dition, extremely hazardous, yet offering him hi: 
only chance. 

It is a fearful position for a man to be placed 
in, and one which might well terrify the stoutet 
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Seart, yet he never quailed, as without an 
‘nstant’s hesitation, he said, “Doctor take them 
off, I’ll take the risk!” 

Scarcely expecting that he would leave the 
table alive, yet willing to do my part for such a 
brave spirit, I had him placed on the table, and 
directed the anesthetic to be administered. The 
assistant, to whom I assigned that duty, hesi- 
tated and finally stopped, saying, “ Doctor, he is 
dying.” “Go on with the chloroform, on me 
rests the responsibility,” I replied; and watching 
anxiously that fluttering pulse immediately that 
he experienced the anesthetic effects of the 

* yapor, I amputated both limbs as expeditiously 
as possible, and as the influence of chloroform 
passed off, 1 had the satisfaction of telling him, 
“Your legs are off and stumps dressed, and 
your pulse is much better,” and he left the 
table, strange as the sentence may read, a happy 
and contented man, and with very good pros- 
pects of recovery. 

It is worthy of remark, that amputations of 
both legs below the knee do much better than 
would generally be supposed. At least, such 
has been the result in cases occurring in the 
practice of some of my friends in this army as 
well as in my own. And indeed a favorable 
result may sometimes be hoped for under most 
unfavorable circumstances as will be seen by the 
following history of one of my cases : 

The patient was a contraband—the servant of 
an officer. He had been taken with the small 
pox and without the division surgeon being 
informed of it, had been placed by himself, where, 
beside being scarcely fed at all, he was illy cared 
for by his nurse, and in consequence, during a 
“cold snap,” both feet were frozen. On assum- 
ing charge of the division medical department 
I had him transferred to the division hospital, 
then at the Fitzhugh house, near Falmouth. 
Upon an examination of him a few days after 
his admission, I found both feet and the leg, 
for several inches above the ancle, completely 
sphacelated and a line of demarcation clearly 
formed. The putrid mass was exceedingly 
offensive notwithstanding the various disinfect- 
ing applications that had been made to it. The 
patient was extremely emaciated and greatly 
prostrated, notwithstanding he had received a 
most liberal diet with plenty of stimuli ever 
since his admittance. 


I placed him under chloroform, and, assisted 
by Assistant Surgeon Ripeway, of the Fourth | 
Excelsior, (then in temporary charge of the | 
hospital) and Assistant Surgeon Wurrtier, | 


Eleventh Mass. Vols., I amputated both limbs 





some five or six inches below the knee. His 
recovery was rapid and complete, and rarely, if 
ever, have I seen two as perfect stumps in the 
same individual. I learn from my friend, Mr. 
Fay, of the Sanitary Commission, who was at 
that time in the hospital, that he recently saw 
the patient in one of the freedmen camps around 
Washington, where he was attending school and 
learning the trade of a shoemaker. 

To return to the Gettysburg Hospital, I 
should be wanting in exactness if I failed to 
record a fact connected therewith which, as an 
American and a Northerner, I should wish «vt 
to narrate. There was quite a large house near 
the hospital and in the barn and grounds adja- 
cent were a number of our wounded as well as 
some few of the enemy's. The house was occu- 
pied by a large family of whom some half a 
dozen were females. It was some distance from 
our kitchen, and I asked permission to use a 
very large stove in the kitchen of the house 
whenever it was not needed by the family, to 
cook coffee for those of our wounded about the 
house. What was my surprise when the lady 
of the house not only refused, but heaped all 
manner of unwomanly abuse upon the Union 
soldiers in which she was even outdone by the 
younger ladies, apparently her daughters. 

I should not have expected such a reply from 
the most virulent “secesh” female of Virginia, 
but in a free State and among a loyal people, I 
was indeed surprised. It was no time to bandy 
words, so I quietly informed the ladies that as 
they were avowedly disloyal, and beside that 
unwomanly, I had no hesitation in using the 
stove irrespective of their wishes, and that more- 
over I should use the largest portion of their 
house for wounded, and to that end I would 
order (as I afterward did) the patients in a long 
train of ambulances loaded with rebel wounded, 
then just arrived, to be placed in their house. 


A CASE*OF HERMARPHRODISM., 

M. B. H., et 21. This patient was examined 
at Dennison U. S. A. Hospital, B. Croak, M.D., 
Surg. U. S. Vols., in charge, with a view of 
returning him to duty. 

The discovery of malformation of the organs 
of generation, induced me to retain the case for 
further examination. 

The following history was elicited from the 
patient. Was born in Portage County, Ohio, 
on the 15th of April, 1842. Has one brother, a 
large-sized man, and three sisters, the youngest 
of whom very much resembles himself. 

His occupation prior to entering the service, 
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was a farmer. When about fifteen years of age | 
he commenced being troubled with bloody dis- | 
charges from the urethra, as~he supposed, 
following each micturition, and lasting from two 
to five days. This occurred with rare excep- 
tions, every month, occasionally it only came on 
once in two months. It was always preceded | 
and accompanied with more or less pain in the | 
back, dizziness in the head, and pain and swell. | 
ing in the left groin. These distressing symp- 
toms were mitigated when discharge was fully | 
established. If he takes cold at the time of 
these periodical discharges, it adds very much | 
to his sufferings. States that he never had an 
erection, (may have had something like an erec- | 
tion once or twice,) or the least sexual desire; 
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fair and ruddy. Mamme more largely developed 
than in the male, perhaps less than an average 


‘in unmarried females, with well-formed nipple, 
| though not large; and distinct areola surround. 
ing it. The general appearance of the external 


organs of generation was more allied to that of 


_ the female than male, the labia majora and mons 


veneris were both well developed, and sur- 
mounted with the usual growth of hair. At the 
site of the commissura superior of the vulva 
projected a penis about an inch in length, or an 
inch and a half on the superior surface, with the 
meatus urinarius tied down by the fraenum 


_preputii to within about a half inch of the fis. 


sure between the labia. The penis has a well- 
developed glans penis, corona glandis, and pre- 


thinks he once had aseminal emission occurring | puce. But the meatus urinarius in it, upon 
while he was asleep. Enjoys the society of| closer examination proved only a fissure about 
ladies better than that of men, but never formed | one-fourth of an inch deep extending posterior- 
any particular attachment for them; has little ally, and dividing the frenum preputii into two 
or no beard, occasionally shaves for the fashion | sections. Immediately posterior and below the 
of it, but not because it is necessary. | false meatus, and in the same elongated fissure 

Has a mixed voice; can sing good soprano, | dividing the frenum, a small opening was found 
but usually sings bass. He entered the service | into which a probe could be passed about a half 
October 15, 1861, was admitted to the hospital | inch. This proved to be only a cul-de-sac. A 
July 28, 1863, disease said to be intermittent | half inch below this opening was another small 


fever. 
Is now well, with exception of these monthly 
bloody discharges, and occasional pains in the 


left breast ; was very anxious to be cured of his 
disease ; never had submitted to an examination | 


before, or told any one of his difficulties. 


Physical Examination. Form round and 
plump. Pelvis and shoulders somewhat broad ; 
height four feet and eleven and a half inches; 
weight one hundred and ten pounds ; complexion 


passage, discovered by Dr. Carpenter, in his 
examination of the case, which would admit of 
a medium-sized catheter, which could be passed 
downward and backward, the distance of four 
inches. 

A male catheter could be passed in, turning 
under the arch of the pubis, a distance of six 
inches, without entering the bladder. When it 
was withdrawn a quantity of thick tenacious 
colorless fluid, adhered to the end of the instru- 
ment. There is no scrotum and no testicle on 
the right side. In the left groin, extending in 
fact, into the left labia, is a substance about the 
size of a bean, which may be a rudimentary 
gland. It is somewhat tender to the touch, and 
becomes swollen and painful at each period of 
his bloody discharges. 


Remarks. In this case there seems to be 
nearly an equal blending of the male and female 
natures. He has always passed with his ass 
ciates as a male, with the occasional remark, 
(as he says), that he had a full breast for 4 
man. 

I am very much inclined to the opinion, how 
ever, that there is a preponderance of woman it 
his composition. His general conformation, is 
certainly nearer that of the female than that of 
the male. The statement, if true, that he has 





somewhat bronzed from exposure, otherwise 


no sexual desire, is another evidence of this 
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supposition. In the generative organs, the 
female organism certainly preponderates over 
that of the male. The penis has no urethra. 
The meatus urinarius evidently empties into the 
opening described above, as the one into which 
the catheter was passed, and this passage is no 
doubt a rudimentary vagina. The bloody dis- 
charges are most certainly a menstruation. The 
external opening is sufficiently close to prevent 
the menstrua from passing off ad libitum, but it | 
is forced when the passage is opened by the act | 
of micturition. Could this passage be enlarged | 
by dilatation, or an operation, I doubt not that 
a womb would be found in its proper position. 





CASES SELECTED 
FROM 
Proressor Furnt’s Mepicat Cuinics 
At the Long Island College Hospital, Session of 1864, 
Reported by Alex. F. C. Skene, M. D.y 


Clinical Assistant to the Chair of Pathology and Practical Medicine. 


> Diseases of the Blood and Circulatory System. 


Case I. Anata, 

History. K. W., et 22 years; has been for 
several months affected with pain in the chest 
and head. She is nervous, debilitated, easily 
excited, and at times low spirited, fearing that 
she may have some dangerous disease. When 
excited, or, on taking active exercise, she has 
palpitation of the heart with slight vertigo, and 
her vision becomes momentarily affected, stars 
and dark bodies appearing before the eyes. 
There is coldness of the extremities, and the feet 
and ankles swell occasionally. The appetite is 
alittle impaired, the bowels are regular. The 
menses are regular but scanty. 


Present Condition. April 14th. There is 
pallor of the face and prolabia and the pulse is 
feeble and somewhat irregular. 

Examination of the Chest. There is no 
tenderness on pressure being made at the point 
on the chest where the pain is usually situated. 
The heart acts with increased force but the 
sounds are normal. There are no indications of 
disease affecting the respiratory organs. 


Treatment. Directed the patient to take 
nutritious diet and out-door exercise, and made 
the following prescription : 

R. Ferri pyrophosphatis, 3iss 
Aque, fSiij M. 
Teaspoonful to be taken three times daily. 


Progress of the Case. April 21st. The patient 
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reports that she is improved. All the symptoms 
of the disease are disappearing. Prescribed 
Tr. ferri chloridi {3j 
Aque fSiij 

Teaspooful to be taken three times daily. 

April 28th. The patient has continued to 
improve. She is now in tolerably good health, 
but a little deficient in strength. 

Commentary. This case presents the prin- 
cipal symptoms of anemia, an affection in which 
| there is deficiency of one of the organized consti- 
tuents of the blood, viz: the red corpuscles. 

In order that all the organs in the body may 
perform their respective functions properly, it 
is necessary that they have a sufficient supply 
of blood containing the red corpuscles in normal 
proportion, and when these are deficient the 
blood is impoverished and impaired action of 
the organism follows as a consequence. Some 
of the symptoms present in this case, such as 
the feeble pulse, pale appearance of the face 
and coldness of the extremities, point directly 
to impoverishment of the blood; and the symp- 
toms referable to the muscular and nervous 
systems indicate the anemic condition. 

One class of symptoms may be taken as direct 
evidence of the existing lesion and the other 
class affords corroborative evidence, because 
they are such as would be produced by the 
suspected condition of the blood. The diagnosis 
is readily made from the symptoms present, and 
by excluding other diseases it is shown to be a 
primary affection dependent on some extrinsic 
cause. 

The swelling of the lower extremities is not 
a symptom of anemia exclusively, but frequently 
occurs in that affection. It is produced by the 
blood being deficient in solid constituents which 
favors transudation. ‘The swelling takes place 
at the lower extremities because the return- 
circulation is more sluggish in the dependent 
parts of the body. 

The treatment of anemia consists in removing 
the cause, if possible, aiding the general nutri- 
tion by diet and exercise and administering 
chalybeate tonics. The iron enters the circu- 
lation and exercises a marked power in restoring 
the blood to its normal condition. There is, 
perhaps, no disease more amenable to treatment 
than anemia, nor one in which the effects of 
remedies can be better observed. 


Case IL Anaura. Feunctionan DERANGEMENT 
OF THE Heart. 


History. C. M., et 22; for three months has 
suffered from palpitation of the heart with pain 
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apex-beat of the heart is felt. Her appetite is 
poor and she is excitable and restless. Her 
strength is so reduced that she is unable to 
engage in any employment which involves active 
exercise. She has had a slight cough with but 
little expectoration. She has been greatly dis- 
tressed by fearing that she had heart disease, 
and was liable to sudden death. 


Present Condition. April 29th. The patient 
presents no marked appearance of ill-health. 
She has a very good color though that is due, 
doubtless, to the excitement of the examination, 
and being made the subject of clinical observa- 
tion. The pulse is rapid and feeble and she has 
an excited anxious expression. 


Examination of the Chest. The heart acts 
with abnormal force and the pulsations are 
irregular, but it occupies its normal position 
and is not enlarged. ‘The heart sounds are dis- 
tinctly heard and they are normal in character. 
There is a murmur heard in the course of the 
large blood-vessels of the neck. By making 
pressure on the veins of the neck above the 
point where the stethescope is applied, the 
murmur is arrested, and it returns when the 
pressure is removed. There are no signs of 
disease of the respiratory organs. 

Treatment. The patient was positively as- 
sured that she had no disease of the heart, but 
that the palpitation of the heart was caused by 
another affection which would be relieved by 
proper treatment. She was directed to live well 
and be out of doors as much of her time as pos- 
sible. The following prescription was made: 

R. Ferri pyrophosphatis 3iss 
Aque font. fZiij M. 

Teaspoonful to be taken three times daily.* 

The patient stated that she lived at some dis- 
tance and could not conveniently return, but if 
she did not get better she would call again. As 
she has not returned, and as it is well known 
that functional cardiac derangement caused by 
anemia is usually relieved by proper treatment, 
it is reasonable to suppose that she recovered. 


Commentary. The most prominent symptom 
in this case is the cardiac disturbance, and in 
making the diagnosis the principal question is 
whether there are organic lesions of the heart 
or not. There can be no more important point 
in diagnosis than this, because if the heart be 
impaired by anatomical lesions, the prognosis 
cannot be very favorable and the patient has not 
much chance of perfect recovery ; whereas if the 
palpitation is caused by anemia, there is good 
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reason to believe that the patient may be soon 
restored to health, and she can, at once, have 
the great benefit of encouragement. Palpitation 
of the heart is usually caused by anemia, or 
some disorder of the visceral organs, aud when 
the latter can be excluded, the diagnosis can be 
made with much confidence though the patient do 
not present the anemic appearance which is the 
diagnostic symptom of the disease. In order to 
treat this case successfully the patient must be 
disabused of the supposed heart disease, and 
then chalybeate tonics will be much more use- 
ful. There is, perhaps, no service of the physi- 
cian productive of more good than that of 
relieving patients from groundless fears, but in 
order to do so, it is necessary to make a correct 
diagnosis. 


Case III, Carptac Hyrertrorny wits Lesions 
OF THR MITRAL VALVES. 


History. T. M., et 12; was presented at 
the college clinic during the term of 1863. He 
then had cardiac disease and was very anemic 
and debilitated. He was put upon a tonic 
course of treatment which improved him very 
much. 


Present Condition. April 6th. The patient 
states that the symptoms which he had _ last 
year, have returned though not so severely. He 
feels weak, has pain in the left side, has an 
anemic appearance, and is short of breath on 
taking active exercise. 


Exarvination of the Chest. All the physical 
signs of cardiac hypertrophy are present, and 
there are two murmurs, one heard with the first 
sound of the heart, and is most intense at the 
fifth intercostal space on the left side. The 
other occurs with the second heart-sound and 
continues during the pause which precedes the 
first. sound, and is most intense at the fourth 
intercostal space on the left side. The murmur 
heard with the first heart-sound is propagated 
around the left side to the lower angle of the 
scapula. The aortic, pulmonic and tricuspid 
valve-sounds are normal. 


Treatment and Progress of the Case. The 
patient was ordered tonic remedies which he 
continued to take for some weeks. He gained 
strength, and is now in better health than he has 
been for eighteen months. 


Commentary. In diagnosticating the location 
of valvular lesions as indicated by murmurs, tw? 
points must be observed. Ist. “T'o ascertain the 
relation of the murmur to the heart-sounds 
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2d. To observe the point on the chest where it 
is most intense. 

When a murmur occurs with the first sound 
of the heart, it must either be an aortic direct 
or a mitral regurgitant; if an aortic it is most 
intense at the base of the heart and propagated 
upward and along the carotid arteries, and if 
mitral it is most intense at the apex and pro- 
pagated to the left side. A murmur occurring 
with the second heart-sound is either a mitral 
direct or an aortic regurgitant; and though 
those murmurs are not easily distinguished by 
the locality of their maximum intensity, yet the 
aortic direct is most intense over the body of 
the organ and toward the base, while the mitral 
is best heard near the apex. 

There are several other points which are 
important aids in localizing valvular lesions, 
and one of the most valuable, is to observe 
whether any of the normal valve sounds be 
impaired or suppressed ; if any normal sound be 
lost, or much impaired, it is good evidence that 
the valve is more or less damaged. This case 
illustrates the two mitral murmurs and it also 
shows that valvular lesions may exist without 
giving rise to any very great inconvenience to 
the patient. 


Lesions of the valves cause hypertrophy, and 
physicians formerly used to try to prevent it by 
using depleting measures, but the patient's 
comfort depends on hypertrophy within certain 
limits, and supporting measpres and tonic medi- 
cine should be freely used. 


EpiroriaL DeEpaRTMENT. 


Periscope. 


Functions of the Pancreas in Man, 


Tn the Bull. Acad. Imp. de Med. the following 
experiments are detailed by M. Corvisart, as 
made with the pancreas of a man in full health, 
who fell and dislocated his femur. He was then 
chloroformed and died. Three hours before death 
he had drunk half a pint of milk. The minced 
pancreas was infused half an hour in four hun- 
dred grammes of cold water. In one portion of 
the filtered liquid various aliments were digested 
at a temperature of 104° Fah. Other portions 
were made acid and alkaline and all were found 
to act energetically in fibrin, and albumen. 
Another portion digested raw fibrin in half an 
hour and completely dissolved it in an hour. 
The whole amount of ferment obtained from the 
pancreas was found to digest a quantity of albu- 
men equivalent to six eggs, and a quantity of 
fibrin amounting to more than double that quan- 
tity, or a quantity of nitrogenous material equal 
to half the rations of a French cavalry soldier. 


REVEWS AND BOOK NOTICES, 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 


A Class Book of Chemistry, in which the latest 
facts and principles of science are explained 
and applied to the arts of life and the phe- 
nomena of nature. Designed for the use of 
colleges and schools. A new edition entirely 
rewritten, with over three hundred illustra- 
tions. By Epwarp L. Youmans, M.D., Author 
of “The Chemical Chart,” “Chemical Atlas,” 
“ Handbook of Household Science,” etc. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co., 443 & 445 Broad- 
way. 


This class book of chemistry first published 
some ten years ago, has been rewritten, reillus- 
trated, and much enlarged, and now appears as 
essentially a new work. Its aim is to present 
the most important facts and principles of the 
science, in their latest aspects, and in such a 
manner as shall be suitable; for purposes of 
general education. 

The past ten years have been remarkably 
fruitful in new facts and principles bearing upon 
chemistry the most important of which will be 
found embodied in the present volume. 

Descriptions of those chemical substances 
which are not frequently met with, as the rare 
metals, are omitted, and directions for making 
experiments have been much condensed. 


By this means space is gained to treat with 
unusual fulness the more familiar objects of 
nature as oxygen, air, water, food, etc., and to 
introduce much new and interesting information. 
’ Chemistry is not now what it was a few years 
ago—a mere matter of acids and alkalies, colored 
fires and gas explosions, beginning and ending 
in the lecture-room. 

It is an unfolding of the great laws of nature, 
around and within us, and has an interest, not 
for experimenters alone, but for all who care to 
understand anything of the scheme of being 
which the Creator has established, and in the 
midst of which they are placed. This class book 
is therefore designed for the wants of that large 
class, both in and out of school, who would like 
to know something of this interesting science, 
but cannot pursue it in a detailed and experi- 
mental way. Its copious illustrations will par- 
tially supply the lack of experiments. 

In preparing this volume the author has kept 
constantly in view that chemistry is not only a 
branch of education to be acquired, but that it 
is a means of education—a valuable instrument 
of intellectual culture. His aim has been, not 
only to present important information, but to 
arouse the mind and awaken a spirit of inquiry. 
A knowledge of the details of this science is 
demanded in almost every department of life, 
and from no work within the range of our obser- 
vation, can this be more pleasantly and effec- 
tively acquired. 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 


PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 10, 1864. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

@@ For the past few weeks the price of print- 
ing paper has been emulating that of gold, and 
reached the enormous figure of between forty 
and fifty cents a pound! Under these circum- 
stances we concluded that we could best sub- 
serve our own interests and those of our sub- 
scribers by waiting a while forthe return of 
reason in the paper market. The result is that 
paper has receded to thirty cents a pound (and 
this is three times the old price!) and we have 
again set the wheels of our publication in 
motion. 

Subscribers will please observe that we have 
OMITTED six weeks from July 23rd to August 
27th. The numbering of the issues goes on, 
however, regularly, and this omission will have 
no effect on the payments that have been made, 
except to carry them six weeks forward from 
the dates at which they would otherwise have 
terminated. 

We regret this irregularity, but “the times 
are out of joint,” and we are no worse off than 
many other enterprises in our country, nor as 
badly as some. We are determined to survive 
the storm, if engineering and strategy will do it, 
even at the expense of some irregularity. 





THE AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES. 

We learn with great regret of the suspension 
of this high-toned and excellent medical weekly. 
It has, during its too brief existence, served the 
profession well, and ought to have been sus- 
tained. Its general plan and course was just 
what is needed by the profession, and we fear 
that it will be long before the profession of New 
York will get anything as good to take its place. 
Our intercourse with it has, in the main, been 
pleasant. There were one or two points on 
which we disagreed, and we felicitate ourselves 
on being sustained in the course we pursued by 
public and professional opinion. 

The cause of the suspension of the Times 
was, no doubt, the high price of printing paper, 
and the enhanced cost of labor. ‘These times 
will test the endurance of any literary enter- 
prise. The medical profession should sustain 
theirs when of value, for failure now will put 
them back for years, whereas success at this 
crisis will be permanent success and lasting 
good to the profession. 
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The Reporter has over three thousand sub- 
scribers—enough to sustain it weJl, but with the 
great expense of publishing, we shall need al] 
the aid our subscribers can give us in settling 
back dues, paying subscriptions in advance, and 
extending our circulation, to enable us to out- 
ride the present storm, which from present 
indications, cannot last much longer. We con- 
fidently look to the friends of our enterprise 
to lend us their hearty support. We believe the 
permanent success of a medical weekly, estab. 
lished on an independent basis like this to be of 
sufficient importance to the profession to war- 
rant them in making temporary advances to 
sustain it, if necessary. 





CALAMITY AND LOSS OF LIFE INA 
PUBLIC INSTITUTION. 


We are called upon to record a sad calamity 
which recently befel a public institution of 
which we have the medical charge. At a little 
before six o’clock on the morning of the 20th 
of July, the foundations of a pier which was the 
central support of a series of arches which up- 
held a chimney-stack and walls on which rested 
the joists of the second, third and attic stories 
of a tier of wards in the transept of the 
women’s portion of the insane department of the 
Philadelphia Hospital, gave way, and without 
the slightest warning the whole division wall 
and chimney-stack fell in with a crash, bury- 
ing many of the patients in the ruins. Of 
these, fifteen were killed outright, or died very 
soon after they were extricated, and twenty-five 
were more or less severely injured, of whom two 
subsequently died. The wards in which the 
accident occurred, are forty-five by forty-eight 
feet in size, and the wall that fell divided them 
through the centre. 

The ward on the first floor was occupied on 
one side of the arches as a sitting room for the 
epileptic and idiotic patients about sixty in 
number, and on the other, as their dining-room 
and that of the colored patients, about thirty in 
number. Breakfast was just being prepared, 
and if the accident had happened fifteen min- 
utes later there could hardly have been less 
than seventy-five killed on this floor alone. As 
it was, there were but three killed and a few 
slightly bruised. Those in the sitting room 
were protected by the joists of the second floor 
which fell in the centre but rested against the 
outer walls. The patients were left in the angle 
thus formed, mostly unharmed. 

The ward on the second floor was all used as 
a sitting room for eighty patients, a large pro- 
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portion of whom were carried into the vortex, 
and several were killed and wounded. <A few 
minutes later these patients would have been at 
their breakfast, and perhaps every one escaped 
being involved in the catastrophe. 

The ward on the third floor was used as ‘an 
infirmary and was occupied by about twenty- 
five sick and infirm women, many of whom 
were in bed. Nearly all these, with the nurse 
in charge, were precipated to the first floor, and 
a large proportion of the killed and injured be- 
longed to this ward. The nurse on this floor 
escaped most miraculously with a few bruises. 
The nurses on the two lower floors had provi- 
dentially just left their wards. 

The attic floor was occupied as a sleeping 
apartment by the washerwomen, scrubbers, etc., 
and they had just gone down. 

It is remarkable that so few were killed and 
injured, and the injuries were much less severe 
than it was natural to expect. The only frac- 
tures were a clavicle in one case, two metacarpal 
bones in another, and two metatarsal bones in a 
third. The two of the injured who died subse- 
quently can hardly be said to have died of their 
injuries, one being eighty-nine years old and 
very feeble, and the other a phthisical case, very 
far gone at the time of the accident. 

We had thought it possible that so sudden.a 
mental and physical shock might have a fa- 
vorable influence on some of the patients. In 
two or three cases, we think, it did, for a time 
at least, stimulate the mental faculties, but we 
have seen no evidence of permanent good re- 
sulting from it. 

Very singularly, the primary cause of the 
accident dates back nearly fifteen years, when, 
in introducing a heating and ventilating appar- 
atus, the workmen in a most reckless and crimi- 
nal manner cut through the solid wall in the 
cellar which upheld the central pier and chimney 
stack. We would refer the reader, however, to 
the verdict of the coroner’s jury which we append, 
for a circumstantial account of the causes which 
led to the accident. 

It was considered best, immediately after the 
accident to have all the women patients leave 
their wards, which were in close proximity to 
the one which was in ruins. This caused about 
three hundred and fifty insane women to be 
huddied together for nearly a day in a small 
yard with very inadequate arrangements for 
giving them food or drink, and yet so admirable 
was the control of the nurses over them, that 
but two or three cases of excitement occurred 
during the day. When, at night, it was con- 
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cluded to be safe fot them to re-occupy a portion 
of the building, many of them were very reluc- 
tant to do so. 

The following is the verdict of the coroner’s 
jury, all of whom are builders. 


In accordance with your directions, your jury 
have carefully examined the building known as 
the Insane Department of the Blockley Alms- 
house, the scene of the late terrible disaster. 
We have heard the testimony of the witnesses 
presented, and have brought our best judgment 
to the consideration of the case, and are now 
prepared to render a verdict, first giving a state- 
ment of facts rendered to us. Part of this in- 
stitution, occupied by the insane, is three stories 
in height and one attic story. The rooms on 
each story are about twenty-one feet by forty- 
eight feet in the clear, divided in the centre by 
piers on each side and one in the centre, the 
centre pier being about seven feet wide, with a 
chimney stack about five feet six inches wide, 
built in with the pier, forming together a depth 
of three feet four inches, with arches thrown 
from centre te side piers. The walls are built 
on these arches to the floors above, and upon 
these walls the floor of joists rests. The whole 
was originally supported in the basement by a 
solid wall. 

In the year 1849 a contract was made with 
Messrs. BirkinBtnE, Trotter & Martin to con- 
struct a heating apparatus. In performing this 
work in the basement, the centre piers and 
chimneys, were cut entirely through, a width of 
six feet, leaving eight inches on one side and 
four inches on the other to support the pier 
above ! 

The condition of the walls under the piers 
had not been noticed until within the last three 
weeks, when workmen were engaged in making 
a different arrangement for heating. As soon 
as it was noticed, workmen were employed to 
strengthen the foundation, and were so engaged 
on the day preceding the accident, and a tem- 
porary wooden upright was placed under the 
pier that fell, and preparations were in progress 
to built a solid wall in the basement under this 
pier. There is no doubt whatever in the minds 
of the jury that the cutting away above noticed 
was the cause of the wall giving way. It is 
possible, however, that the preparations made 
the day before may have hastened the catas- 
trophe. Independent of this, the pier must soon 
have given way, as the jury noticed a settling of 
floors opposite all the piers similar to the one 
that fell. It is only a matter of surprise it did 
did not happen long before. 

The jury cannot but condemn in the strongest 
terms the reckless manner in which the altera- 
tions were made in 1849. No care whatever 
appears to have been taken to examine into and 
preserve the strength necessary to support the 
weight of the walls, piers and flooring above. 
The jury think it unnecessary to say anything in 
relation to the remaining portions of the build- 
ing, as the Board of Guardians have taken 
measures to have the whole establishment ex- 
amined by competent persons, and have the 
building, put in a complete and secure state, so 
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as to avoid in future any possibility of another 
such distressing disaster. 

It is proper to state, that every facility has 
been afforded by the Board of Guardians in 
furnishing witnesses as required, and their book 
of minutes has been laid before the jury, aiding 
us all in their power to arrive at a just and cor- 
rect view of the case before us. 

Having made this statement of facts, we 
therefore render the following verdict :—That 
on the 20th day of July, 1864, the victims of 
the disaster came to their deaths by reason of 
injuries inflicted by the falling of the division 
walls already noted, together with the floors 
resting on said walls; the primary cause being 
the careless manner in which the walls under 
the centre pier, were cut away in constructing 
and introducing heating apparatus in the year 
1849. 

(Signed) James Hutcuinson, Foreman. 
F. R. GatcHett, 

SamvE. Harness, 
Cuartes A. Ruutson, 
S. WILuiamson, 
Wituiam Taacerr. , 


——_pe———_ 


THE MODE OF ELECTING OFFICERS OF 
ee MEDICAL ASSOCIA- 


There is a class of persons who almost always 
oppose any proposition affecting the “ organic 
law,” whether it be of a State or an Association. 
Yet that there is often necessity for their re- 
vision is self-evident and admitted in every such 
instrument in the provision made therein for 
such revision. In meetings of the American 
Medical Association, we have observed this dis- 
like of amendments to the Constitution, yet 
several such amendments have been made, all of 
which we believe have been to the advantage of 
that body. An excellent amendment is now 


before the Association, to be acted upon at its | 


next meeting, by which the selection of Presi- 
dent is to be taken from the Nominating Com- 
mittee, and made by nominations in open meet- 
ing, the candidates to be voted for by ballot. 
This will be likely to result in great advantage 
to the Association, and put an entire stop to the 
plan, which until quite recently has prevailed, 
of selecting the President from the city or its 
immediate neighborhood where the meeting is 
held. Hereafter, we shall hope to see men ele- 
vated to this distinguished position who have 
earned it by their industry, talent, and devotion to 
the interests of the profession and the Associa- 
tion, whether they reside in or near the place 
where the meeting is held or in some obscure 
country village. This distinguished honor should 
be conferred only on the representative men in 
the medical profession of America. It is true 
it has so happened that most of those who 


COMMENTS. [Vor. XII. 


have hitherto been elected to this position have 
| been such men, yet the converse has occurred 


| often enough for us to see the evil of the present 
|mode of nominating candidates to fill the posi- 
tions. 

The Permanent Secretary of the Association 
is an officer who ought also to be nominated in 
"open meeting and elected by ballot. That officer 
should be a man who is known to the profession 
| and the country, for he is, in a certain sense the 
|representative man of the profession of the 
country, and no merely local considerations or 
influences, apart from the best interests of the 
Association should have any weight in his selec. 
tion. And above all, neither office should be 
canvassed for, but both should be the free-will 
offering of the profession to those of their 
brethren, who for the time being they may think 
worthy of the highest honors that can be con- 
ferred on a medical man as such, in America. 


Notes and Comments. 


Medical Department of the University of Nash- 
ville. 


We are happy to learn that amid the wreck of 
educational institutions in the Southern States, 
the Medical Department of the University of 
| Nashville has escaped entire ruin. If we are 
| correctly informed, its course of instruction was 
| suspended but for a single session, that of 1862-3, 
| a partial course of lectures having been given 
| during the past winter, to quite a respectable 
‘class of young men. The life and soul of the 
institution, its projector, and the man to whom 
more than to all others it owed its magnificent 
success, Dr. W. K. Bow va, still remains, and 
| if he is spared, we predict that it will not be long 
‘ere this school will again take its place in the 
very front rank of educational institutions of its 
kind in the land. 


Quackery Rebuked. 

Amid the wide-spread delusions of quackery 
it is refreshing to meet occasionally in the 
secular papers, with an independent and ‘bold 
denunciation of its evil influences. Thus the 
Richmond Co. Gazette, published at Stapleton, 
Staten Island, in noticing the death of Natar 
reL Marsu, Esq., late President of the New 
York and Erie Railroad, gives utterance to the 
following sensible remarks :— 


“Tn thus recording the sudden demise of one 
in the very prime of life—in the midst of use 
fulness and of domestic and social happiness— 
we cannot refrain from expressions of the deep 
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est regret that such a life and such a man has 
been lost to his friends and the community, and 
fallen a victim to that fatal mistake which, 
alas! is becoming too common, that of neglect- 
ing the timely warning of the rightly authorized 
guardians, of health, and following—worse than 
hantom—the advice of quackery and the 
fasions of homeopathy. 
Eighteen months ago, the family physician of 
Mr. Marsu, marking the inroads of disease, and 
apprehensive of the result, urged an abandon- 
ment of business for a time, medical treatment 
and a change of climate; but with that strangest 
of all delusions, which blinds us to the truth 
where our own physical weakness is concerned, 
these monitions were disregarded, and deceived 
by the flattering assurances of a homeopathic 
practitioner, that no serious disease existed, 
and that a few pellets, &c., would soon make 
matters all right, he went on, until his friends 
beheld with consternation and alarm the cer- 
tain approach of dissolution, and, all too late 
for mortal aid, the terrible reality was before 
them, and death as ,quickly followed. The 
incident will fall with force upon our com- 
munity. May its notes of warning be heard— 
its solemn lessons be improved.” 


a 
de 
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LETTERS FROM Dr, W. N. COTE, 
Paris, Fuly 14, 1864. 
Death from Purulent Infection.! 


I have again to record an accident from 
purulent infection. A medical student, named 
Arpoutn, practicing in the hospitals, has just 
lost his life from an infection caught while 
attending a patient afflicted with a purulent 
disease. M. Arpourn had pricked himself a few 
days before, while practicing a dissection, and 
his wound was not quite healed when he was 
called on to dress the sores of the patient. 
Symptoms of poisoning manifested themselves 
on the following day, and death rapidly fol- 
lowed. 


Researches on Poisoning by Strychnia, 


Dr. Durtav resumes his clinical and medico- 
legal researches on poisoning by strychnia, with 
the following conclusions: 1. In poisoning by 
strychnia lesions of the stomach are frequently 
met with. 2. Without offering any specific 
character always the ‘same, these lesions are of 
an inflammatory nature. 3. They are manifestly 
produced by the action of the poison on the 
mucous coat. 4. They should never be over- 
looked in a medico-legal investigation, for, 
joined with the symptoms observed during life, 





they may in some cases lead to suspicion of 
poisoning. 
Acetate of Lead in Pneumonia. 

Dr. Levpet has employed with success acetate 
of lead in the treatment of pneumonia. This is 
not the first time this remedy has been employed 
in inflammation of the lungs. Dr. Strout, of 
Strasbourg, and other physicians have used it 
for some time, and have, as well as Dr. Levper, 
observed no signs of saturation or saturnine 
intoxication resulting from its employment. 
No constipation takes place. On the contrary 
diarrhcea has been observed in more than half 
the patients thus treated. Dr. Leuper re- 
commends doses of forty to sixty centigrammes 
per day to begin with. Such doses have the 
advantage of producing a more rapid and per- 
sistent diminution of the pulse and of bringing 
about more rapidly the cure of pneumonia. As 
a result of treating pneumonia with acetate of 
lead, convalescence soon makes its appearance, 
and appetite returns even before the fever has 
altogether given way. The patient rapidly re- 
gains his former strength. 


Aneurisms in the Horse. 

It appears that of all domestic animals the 
horse is the most frequently subject to spon- 
taneous aneurisms, and that strange to say, they 
are comparatively much more common on the 
deep-seated arteries than on those situated 
superficially, and more on the posterior aorta 
and its divisions than on the anterior one. Dr. 
Rayer, former Dean of the Faculty, has found 
that aneurismal tumors in the horse are more 
ordinarily found on the posterior aorta at the 
point of bifurcation of the great mesenteric 
artery, on the trunk of this artery, on the colical, 
ccecal and mesenteric branches. 

Pathological Anatomy of the Supra-renal 

Capsules, 

Dr. Matrer presents the following analysis of 
a memoir he sent some time ago to the Academy 
on the normal and pathological anatomy of the 
supra-renal capsules, He shows that these cap- 
sules are not organs belonging to fectal life only, 
since they increase both in weight and volume 
from the age of three months of intra-uterine 
life until adult age; that the brown coating of 
the supra-renal capsules is nothing but the re- 
sult of cadaveric putrefaction, and consequently 
cannot be considered apart as an anatomical 
element. That the pathological alterations of 
the supra-renal capsules, though among those 
the least frequently met with in the economy, 
are not so rare as generally believed, since out 
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of three hundred and ten autopsies, he has found 
in two cases apoplexy, in one cancer, once an 
adipose tumor, four times tuberculosis, once 
fibroid tissue with caseous matter, once atrophia, 
ouce arrest of development, many times changes 
of form and adherences to surrounding organs, 
four times sanguinary congestion, and once in- 
flammation of the capsular envelope. That 
capsular apoplexy may become a cause of death 
by producing compression of the semi-lunar gan- 
glions; and lastly, That the morbid state of 
Appison’s disease is not constituted by the 
alteration of the supra-renal capsules but by a 
neurosis of the great sympathetic nerve. 


Organic Muscles in the Peritoneum. 


Professor Luscuxa, of Tubingen, in Germany, 
calls attention to the presence of organic muscles 
in the folds of the peritoneum. The existence 
of such muscles in the peritoneum was hitherto 
supposed when the microscope placed this sub- 
ject beyond all doubt. After giving an historical 
insight into those discoveries, and describing the 
muscular fibres which enter into the composition 
of Doveuass’ folds, our author explains the 
muscular form of a fold of the peritoneum, situ- 
ated on the limit of the coecum and ileon, which 
he calls the ileo-cecal fold. This fold, which 
is from one to two and a half centimetres in 
height, is situated partly in front and partly on 
the sides of the terminal extremity of the small 
intestines. Its external extremity ascends along 
the intestine, the internal loses itself in the 
lateral part of the small mesentery of the vermi- 
form appendix. The muscular fibres of the 
ileo-ceecal fold may be seen by the naked eye; 
they form flat bands enclosing in their interstices 
the elastic fibres. 


Metallic Mercury found in Bones, 


Professor Hyrtt, a celebrated anatomist in 
Germany, has found in three cases metallic mer- 
cury in bones. The first time, about twenty-five 
years ago, whilst demonstrator of anatomy at 
Vienna, having found in the bottom of a cellar 
in which skeletons had been macerated, a certain 
quantity of mercury, he examined separately, 
each one of the bones and found out that those 
which contained mercury, belonged to a man 
about whom no information could be procured. 
The quantity of metal he gathered on shaking 
the bones might have been equal to a spoonful. 
Three of his condisciples gathered also a few 
drops. Last year Professor Hyrtt again found 
metallic mercury in the skeleton of a man of 
about thirty years of age, and which bore traces 
of periostitis at the inferior extremity of the left 
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radius. About half an ounce was gathered, but 
it was impossible to find out the quantity lost 
through the maceration and perforation of the 
bones. Lastly, Professor Hyrtt mentions a 
skull of a Malaysian belonging to a collection of 
skulls sent from India, and so saturated with 
mercury that the metal would ooze out drop by 
drop on the least motion given to the skull. It 
is evident that the mercury thus deposited in 
bones must have penetrated in them by means 
of the blood vessels, and came from mercurial 
frictions made on the integument. Persons still 
disposed to deny this will be forced to yield to 
evidence, for Prof. Hyrtt is well known to be 
an intelligent observer whose words merit full 
confidence. 


A Singular Case of Anasarca. 

The progress of anasarca, in a case reported 
by Dr. Barry, is very singular. The oedema of 
the extremities which had existed from the 
beginning disappeared pretty rapidly, and was 
replaced by an abundant collection in the peri- 
toneum. This latter showed itself some days 
before, when Dr. Barry was notified that the 
patient, a child aged thirteen years, was in 4 
dying state. He found her in convulsions, with- 
out consciousness, and with a slow and hard 
pulse. The bed was wet, and the collection had 
entirely disappeared. Dr. Barry could not at 
first make out what had taken place, the patient 
having been found in this state after being left 
alone for some time. He thinks that the liquid 
reabsorbed must have been eliminated by the 
natural ve, and it is difficult, in fact, to imagine 
another explanation. The comatose state, Dr. 
Barry attributes to the production of a serous 
collection in the interior of the skull. He 
caused ice to be applied to the head, the inferior 
extremities to be kept warm, and prescribed 
mercurial unctions in the internal side of the 
thighs and under the arms. The child came to 
itself at the end of forty hours, and after another 
convulsive attack of half an hour. The con- 
valescence was long, but health completely 
returned. 


Sour Milk to Irritable Ulcers. 


It is stated by M. Betin that he has been 
treating for many years past, old inflamed ulcers, 
and those with exuberant granulation, by means 
of cold poultices of coagulated milk kept con- 
stantly applied to the part, and renewed several 
times a day. Under this treatment, he ‘says, 
inflammation will be speedily reduced. ‘The 
plan has succeeded in ulcers which have resisted 
every other mode of treatment. 

W. N. Core. 





1864. ] 


DOMESTIC. 


Case of Poisoning by Atropia cured by Opium. 

At Children’s Asylum, Philadelphia Hospital, 
May 27, 1864, a two ounce solution of atropia 
to the strength of one grain of the sulphate to 
an ounce of water was prepared and ordered to 
be dropped from time to time into the eye of-a 
certain patient. 

The attendant nurse after using as was directed 
placed the bottle upon the table, when her son, 
aged 24 years, seized and drank about half an 
ounce of the liquid. No bad symptoms at the 
time were manifested, and the mother thought 
he had not taken a sufficient quantity to fear any 
serious consequences. However, in about half 
an hour afterward the child became restless and 
cross. Then the mother became alarmed and 
medical aid was called. The child now com- 
plained of pain in the region of the stomach 
which was very hard and tense. His pupils 
were largely dilated, immovable and _insensible 
to the brightest light (as was evinced by means 
of a double convex lens which concentrated the 
rays of a gas light and made it intensely bright.) 
His vision was impaired ; also his hearing, as he 
seemed to notice nothing, and was insensible to 
sound when spoken to in the loudest tone. -An 
orange was placed before him and he was told to 
take it, but regarded it not. His tongue and lips 
were very dry. All the muscles of the body 
contracted spasmodically—those of the face 
worked irregularly. His hands and feet moved 
like a patient suffering from a bad attack of 
Chorea. He would throw himself backward in 
his nurse’s arms, then forward, crying all the 
time. He could not stand; his limbs were pow- 
erless and quite cold. His pulse was quite fee- 
ble. His body was covered with an eruption re- 
sembling scarlatina. 

An emetic of zinci sulph. and pulv. ipecac. each 
gt. v. was administered. This very soon had 
the desired effect, for his stomach was well emp- 
tied. An assafoetida enema was also ordered; 
and half an hour after the emetic, half a grain 
of opium was given by the mouth. The opium 
was ordered to be repeated in quarter-grain-doses 
every half hour, its effects carefully watched. 
After several doses had been administered the 
ruption began to fade, the pupil to contract and 
other bad symptoms to disappear; but it was 
not until four grains of opium had been given 
that the pupil contracted to its normal condi- 
tion. 

After this the child was left alone to enjoy its 
slumber from which, when it awakened, it ap- 
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peared perfectly well, and as his subsequent con- 
dition has proved, experienced no persistent bad 
effects from the dose. 
D. F. Woops, M.D. 
Anesthesia. 
Epitor Mep. anp Sure. Reporter :— 

There has’ been much discussion in our medi- 
cal journals, within the last fifteén years, in re- 
lation to the discovery of the anesthetic pro- 
perties of sulphuric ether. 

Several persons have claimed the honor of the 
discovery, but it cannot belong to them all. 

I remember an incident in connection with 
this matter which I will relate. 

During the term of 1843-44, I was attending 
lectures in the medical department of Harvard 
University. 

Dr. J. C. Warren remarked to the class, at 
the close of one of his lectures, that there was 
@ person in the building by the name of Horacr 
Wetts, from Hartford, Conn., who had, or 
thought he had, discovered an agent which would 
relieve or prevent pain in surgical operations. 
Dr. Warren also said, that it would be a great 
blessing if it should prove true, and advised the 
class to see Mr. Weits. We met him in an- 
other part of the college, where he explained to 
us the nature of his discovery, and gave it as 
his opinion that it would alleviate and probably 
prevent all pain in surgical operations. Mr. 
WELLs made some experiments before the class 
with this new agent, but I was not able to re- 
main and see them at this time. But I did wit- 
ness some of his experiments in the evening of 
the same day, in another place, and was highly 
pleased with the results, and I think the class 
were greatly interested in his remarks and ex- 
periments. ji 

I was a resident of Boston for several years 
subsequently, and I never heard of any other 
person making any claim to the discovery, for 
some two or three years after the above named 
period. 

I have not the least doubt but that we are in- 
debted to Horace Wexts for the discovery of 
this invaluable mitigator of human suffering. 

I esteem Dr. Jackson highly for his scientific 
researches, and have admired the industry of Dr. 
Morton in calling the attention of the profession 
and the public generally to this valuable agent, 
but their efforts to appropriate to themselves 
the honor and pecuniary benefit of Mr. Writs’ 
discovery, must be regarded as a great wrong. 

Very respectfully, 
Mason M. Mires, M. D. 


AvrorA, Ills., July, 1864. 
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, Artificial Ivory. 

The difficulty in securing a requisite amount 
of ivory for mechanical purposes, has increased 
to such an extent, that an available substitute 
has long been sought and until recently without 
success. However, we see it stated in the 
Scientific American, that M. Guoutston Guis- 
LAIN has introduced before the French Academy 
a substance which he asserts possesses the re- 
quisite features of ivory without its extravagant 
price. It is produced as follows: Take fifty per 
cent. of the powder of marine plants, fifteen per 
cent. of glue and an equal quantity of coal tar; 
boil until thoroughly mixed, dry in an oven at a 
temperature of 300° Fah. until it becomes plas- 
tic. The compound will assume the appearance 
of ivory by heating it in an aqueous solution of 
caustic potash and letting it macerate for sev- 
eral hours in dilute sulphuric acid, after which 
subject to the action of chlorine or chloride of 
lime, repeating the operation until it becomes 
perfectly white. 


Medical Department of Yale College. 
At a late meeting of the corporation of Yale 
College, Francis Bacon, M. D., now hospital 
surgeon of the United States Army at New 


Orleans, was elected in the Medical Depart- 
ment, in the place made vacant by the resigna- 
tion of Dr. Kyieur. 

Preservation of Gum and Starch Paste. 

It is well known to our readers that paste or- 
dinarily prepared acquires through time, and the 
paste made by gum tragacanth and gum arabic, 
which is so extensively used by the apothecaries 
in this country, acquires, particularly during the 
warm season, a very unpleasant and even offen- 
sive odor in consequence of fermentation, which 
soon commences on exposure to the air. Oil of 
cloves, alum, and other essential oils and salts 
are frequently added to counteract this tendency, 
with but partial success, the volatile oils merely 
hiding to a certain degree the offensive odor 
developed, and retarding the fermentation incom- 
pletely. In the Amer. Jour. of Pharmacy it is 
stated by Mr. Joun M. Maiscu, that he has for 
some time past availed himself of the antiseptic 
property of creosote, which may be added to 
these pastes a made, until its odor is 
faintly apparent. The result is their perfect 
preservation, no offensive odor being disengaged, 
and their adhesiveness is not impaired by keep- 
ing them for months. 


The British Medical Journal states that 
Prof Rupotrx Sevcienart, in his recently pub- 
lished monographer on human entozoa, Die 
Menschlichen Parasitten, estimates the number 


of fifty species of parasites infesting'at times the 


human body. 





Hospital for Officers at Natchez, Miss, 
HEADQUARTERS, MILITARY Division oF West Mississippi, 
New Orveass, La., August 21st, 1864. } 
[General Orders, No. 40.] 

The U. 8. General Hospital at Natchez, Miss., is hereby dis. 
continued as such, and, under the provisions of Gener 
Orders, No. 207, War Department, Adjutant General’s Office, 
current series, a General Hospital is established at that point 
for the accommodation of sick and wounded officers belonging 
to commands south of Vicksburg, Miss, 

The Chief Medical Officer of this Division will establish such 
regulations for the transfer and treatment of sick and wounded 
officers, as, in his opinion may be necessary for their comfort 
and the interest of the service. 

By order of Major General, E. R. 8. Cansr: 
C. T. CaxisTEnsen, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant General, 
Official : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 
For the Surgeon-General. 


Examination of Recruits, Substitutes, etc. 
Was DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Wasuineton, August 26th, 1864, } 
[Cireular, No. 67.] 

I. With a view to acareful examination of every recrult, 
substitute, etc., received at the General Rendezvous, estab 
lished for the reception of recruits, etc., before forwarding 
them to regiments, in order that all of those unfit for field 
service may be discharged, as required by orders and regul 
tions, the Secretary of War directs that the Surgeon-Genenl 
place at each of the General Rendezvous referred to, as many 
officers of the Medical Corps as may be necessary to make the 
requisite examinations; these Medical Officers to be selected 
80 as to give some of the best talent of the Medical Corps for 
the especial purposes of examining recruits. 

II. The Secretary of War also directs, that, in future, com- 
manders of troops in the field, discourage, as far as’practicable 
the discharge of enlisted men who have passed the examin 
tion provided for in Paragraph I, of this Circular, for disability 
existing at the time of entry into service. 

III, Whenever recruits, drafted men, etc., are found unit 
for service at the examination referred to, in Paragraph I.0 
this Circular, a copy of the report of the Board of Inspecton 
will be forwarded to the Recruiting and Mustering Officer, o 
Board of Enrolment, as the case may be, as well as to th 
Adjutant-General, to give them an opportunity to make suc 
explanation to the Adjutant-General of their action as may 
in their power. 

E. D. Townsenp, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Official : 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Pay of Female Nurses, 
SuRGEON-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Wasuinaton, D. C., August 27, 1864. 
(Circular Letter.] 

So much of Circular Letter dated Surgeon-General’s Offic, 
Washington, June 15th, 1864, granting increased pay to femal 
nurses, is hereby revoked, as the Act of Congress of Augusti 
1861, fixes the pay of female nurses in general or permanet 
hospitals at forty cents a day, and one ration in kind, or )! 
commutation, in lieu of all emoluments except transportati# 
in kind. 

Female cooks will continue to receive sixty cents a day a 
one ration. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. 

C. H. Crans, Surgeon, U.S. Army. 
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Duties of Boards of Inspection. 


Surcron-GeNneRAL’s OFFICE, 
Wasainatox, D.C., August, 29, 1864. 


[Circular Letter. ] 
The following Circular from the War Department is fur- 
nished for your information : 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General, 
C. H. Crane, Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


War Department, ADJCTANT-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Wasuinaton, D.C , August 27, 1864. 


[Cireular, No. 69.] 

The orders constituting Boards of Inspection in the loyal 
States to inspect ‘‘all enlisted men”’ in the Military Hospitals, 
will not be interpreted to include men now in the Veteran 
Reserve Corps; but only the men of regiments who are now 
fit for field service, or those who will eventually be fit for 
field service, and who are now fit for duty in fortifications. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. 9§ Townsenp, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Appointments, 


Colonel Joseph K. Barnes, Medical Inspector-General, U. 8S. 
Army, to be Surgeon-General, with the rank of Brigadier 
General, vice Hammond, dismissed. 

Acting Ass‘t Surgeon, T. H. Turner, U. 8. A., to be Ass’t 
Surgeon of Volunteers, 

Dr. Henry E. Williams of New York, to be Ass’t Surgeon of 
Volunteers. 

Dr. William C. Powell of Pennsylvania, to be Surgeon 127th 
U. 8. Colored Troops. 

Philip Matthews, George Sharp, J. G. Shannon, J. M 
Campbell, Walter G Duckett, J. H. Noblit, B. F. Kiesulff and 
W. R. Smith. U. S V., C. H. Fahnestock and E. C Marsh of 
Pa, W. J. Abadie, F. Baker and James Moncrief of N. Y., 
Wm. Russell of Texas, and F. A. Herbolshimer of Ohio, to be 
Hospital Stewards, U. 8. A. 


Discharges, Dismissals, etc. 


Surgeon James W. Pettinos, U. S. V , cashiered by sentence 
of General Court Martial. 

Sargeon Ellery C. Clark, 2nd New Hampshire Cavalry, 
honorably discharged, having tendered his resignation on ac- 
count of physical disability. 

Hospital Steward, Franklin Coggswell, U. 8. A, honorably 
discharged to accept a commission in the U. 8. Colored Troops. 

Hospital Steward, George P. Hanawalt, U. S. A., honorably 
discharged to enable him to accept appointment as Acting 
Ass’t Surgeon, U. 8. A. 


Leave of Absence, 


Chaplain Jas. H. Brown, U. S. A, for thirty days. 
Chaplain Herman Bokum, U. 8 A., for thirty days. 
Surgeon John Bradley, U.S. V., for twenty days. 
Surgeon N. F. Marsh, U. 8. V., for twenty days. 


Orders. 


Asa’t Surgeon H. C. Parry, U. 8. A, relieved from duty in 
the Department of the Susquehanna, and ordered to report to 
Major-General Sheridan, Commanding Middle Military Divi- 
sion for duty in the field. 

Ass’t Surgeon John Vansant, U. S. A, relieved from duty in 
the Department of the Pacific, and ordered to report to the 
Commanding General, Department of Washington. 

Ass't Surgeon Phineas S. Conner, U. S. A., relieved from 
duty with 19th Army Corps, and ordered to report to the Com- 
manding General Department of@Vashington. 

Ass’t Surgeons E. W. Buck and T. H. Turner, U. 8 Vols., 
ordered to report to the Commanding General Department of 
West Virginia. 

In addition to his present duties, Surgeon Charles O'Leary, 
U. 8. V.. will perform those of Treasurer of the Officer’s Hus- 
pital, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Assignments, 


Surgeon J. H. Rauch, U. S. V., as member of a Board to in- 
spect enlisted men in the General Hospitals, State of Michigan, 
with a view to their return to duty. 

Ass’t Surgeon, J. McCurdy, U. 8. V., as member of a similar 
Board in the State of Tennessee. 

Surgeon R. R. Smith, U. 8. V., to duty examining conva- 
lesceuts at Norfolk, Va., with a view to their return to duty. 

Surgeon B. B. Breed, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in charge, 
General Hoxpital No.1, Nashville, Tenn. 

Surgeon R. L. Stanford, U. 8. V., as attending Surgeon, 
‘Barve Stacie W's, Sungeonta Che, D 

n J. G, Hatchitt, U. 8. V. D- ef, District 
of Keutueky, (ist Division.) |” 
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Surgeon W. C. Daniels, U. S. V., as Surgeon-in-Chief, 2d 
Division, 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 

Surgeon N. C. Chamberlain, U. 8. V., as Surgeon-in-charge, 
General Hospital, Worcester, Mass, 

Ass’t Surgeon D. B. Hannan, U 8, V., to Division No. 1, 
General Hospital, Beaufort, 8. C. 


Regular Naval Orders. 


Passed Ass’t Surgeon George 8. Beardsley,-orders to the 
Naval Rendezvous, Chicago, revoked, and ordered to resume 
his duties at the Naval Hospital, N. Y. 

Ass’t Surgeon J. 0 Bennett, ordered to the Vandalia. 

Surgeon J. W. er detached from the Naval Station, 
Mound City, Ill, and a leave for thirty days granted. 

Ass’t Surgeon Henry C. Eckstein, detached from the Wissa- 
hickon and ordered North. 

Asst Surgeon Frank L Dubois, orders to the Naval Hospital 
New York, revoked, and ordered to duty at Naval Rendezvous, 
Chicago, Ills. 

Ass’t Surgeon Henry Ackley, ordered to temporary duty at 
Naval Rendezvous, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Surgeon Wm M. Wood, ordered to temporary duty on 
board the Michigan. 

Asa‘t Surgeon, L. M. Lyon, detached from Naval Rendezvous, 
Philadelphia, Pa., and ordered to the Vanderbilt. 

Surgeon Joseph Wilson, detached from the Michigan and 
ordered to the he ge berst 

Ass’t Surgeon Wm. B. Mann, ordered to temporary dut, 
at Naval etavens, New Haven, Con. ™ ’ 

Ass’t Surgeon Joseph H. Newcomer, detached from the Nav 
Yard, Washington, D. C, and ordered to the West Gulf 
Squadron. . 

Surgeon R. C. Dean, detached from the Rendezvous Park 
Barracks, N. Y., and ordered to Camden, N. J., for temporary 
duty at Naval Rendezvous at that place. 

Surgeon John Thornley, ordered to temporary duty at 
Rendezvous, Park Barracks, N. Y. 

Ass’t Surgeon Jeremiah W. Boyden, ordered to the Naval 
Hospital, Norfolk, Va. 

Ass’t Surgeon G. B Slough, detached from the West Gulf 
Squadron and ordered North. 


Volunteer Naval Orders. 


Acting Ass’t Surgeon Charles A. Manson, appointed and 
ordered to the Ohio 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon John E. Warner, detached from the 
Atlanta and ordered North. 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon Thomas Owens appointed and ordered 
to the Atlanta. 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon Samuel A. Johnson, detached from the 
North Carolina and ordered to the Wissahickon, 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon John M. Gardner, detached from the 
Midnight and waiting orders, 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon James A. Petrie, appointed and 
ordered to the Princeton. 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon Charles A. Manson. detached from the 
Ohio, and ordered to the Massasoit. 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon Scollay Parker, ordered tothe Glaucus. 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon Charles 8. Eastwood, detached from 
the Schooner ‘‘ Geo. Mangham,"’ and ordered north. 


s-+@re 
On the Treatment of Carbuncle, 


An ointment prepared in the following manner 
is recommended by Dr. Gurzrit of Riga in the 
treatment of the ordinary forms of carbuncle, 
viz.: half a drachm of opium mixed up with two 
ounces of white ointment, spread as thick as the 
back of a knife on linen rag, and applied to the 
tumor and its circumference three or four times 
daily. He relies upon this alone and remarks 
in his examination, that “he cannot feel sur- 
prised at the incredulity with which his recom- 
mendation will be received; but having in 
numerous cases derived great benefit from the 
mayor of this means, he must insist upon 
its utility.” 

Relief takes place in some cases with remark- 
able rapidity, the dreadful pain becoming sup- 
portable after half an hour, while the various 
stages of the affection are expedited. The gen- 
eral symptoms. too, undergo a corresponding 
amendment. Moreover, the means is applicable 
to any stage of the affection, from the commence- 
wer of tumefaction to the separation of the 
eschar. 
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ANSWEBS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

©} Correspondents will please bear in mind that it is just 
now exceedingly difficult to get some kinds of work done, and 
much cme f is sometimes caused thereby in filling orders. 
E ts at maximum Many books are out of 
print, oa publishers are not issuing many new works or 
editions. Foreign books had better not be ordered. 

D. W B., West Fairview, Pa.—Expressed Watson's Practice 
of Physic. 

M. W. H., West End, Pa.—Expressed ‘‘ Bedford on Dis- 
eases of Women and Children. 

J. K. H., Litiz, Pa.—Mailed Tripler’s Book for Military 
Surgeons. 

J. 8. B., Hobbin, Luzerne Co. Pa.—Mailed Slade on Diph- 
theria and Gross’ Manuel of Military Surgery. 

T. M. W.. Gallatin, Ten.—Flint’s Practice of Medicine is in 
press, and will be out soon. 

R. E. E. Del.—Expresse| Case of Amputating Instruments 
to Dr. Wm. T. Elsegood, Hannibal, Mo. 

E. J. H., Washington, D. C.—Smith’s Hand Book of Surgi- 
cal Operations, mailed you this day. 


G. B. C., Hawley, Wayne Co., 
Diagnosis mailed you this day. 


——_ ee — —— 
OBITUARY. 


Died.—In Schenectady, N. Y., on Monday, July 18th, 
Joseph H. Vedder, M. D., of Flushing, L. I., in the 33d year 
of his age. 

Dr VeppER was a native of Schenectady, N. Y. He gradu- 
ated at Union College in 1851, and immediately began the 
study of Medicine with his brother, Dr. A. M. Vepper of 
Schenectady. He graduated in dune time at the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New York, and for nearly two 
years availed himself of every Sey. to accomplish him- 
self in his profession in the hospitals of New York. He then 
established himself in Flushing, L. I., where he soon estab- 
lished a large and lucrative practice, his professional! skill and 
exemplary character winning the confidence and respect of 
the community in a remarkable degree. He was enthusiasti- 
cally fond of Surgery, and some years ago invented some 
novel splints for field -ervicein the army, an account of which 
with illustrations, was published in the Reporter. 

After eight years of laborious practice, symptoms of pulmo- 
nary disease led him to visit Minnesota and Cuba, when he 
resumed his practice at Flushing, but was soon obliged to 
relinquish it, and return to Schenectady to die among his 
friends there. 

To the attractions of a cultivated mind and amiable dispo- 
sition, were added the graces of an humble christian chara:ter, 
which manifested itself in his conscientious devotion to duty, 
and cheerful hope in sufferings. His religious principles were 
deep and thorough. He made a public profession of them in 
connection with the Reformed Dutch Church, in Flushing, in 
the year 1860. To him death had no terrors. He talked of it 
with the utmost freedom, calculated all its perad ventures, and 
waited for it with a christian confidence which sustained him 
to the last. None could visit him in his protracted sickness 
without an impression of his triumph over death. An hour 
spent in his sick chamber furnished lessons of life and its early 
sacrifice—of death, and the christian’s tranquil peace when 
meeting it, which it would be well for many a youth to learn 


MARRIED. 


Bor1ies—BoLtutMaN—July 4th, by Rev. G. W. Mechlin, R. M. 
Boyles, M. D., of Goheenville, Pa., and Miss Maggie A., 
daughter of J. M. Bollman, of Scrubgrass, Armstrong Co., Pa. 

Sareve—Horry—On the 20th of July, at St. Paul's Church, 
in this City, by a Rev. Kingston Goddard, D.D., J. R. 
Shreve, M. D., and Mattie M. Crabb, daughter of Alfred Hoffy, 
Esq , all of this city. 


Pa.—Barclay’s Medical 





DIED. 
Cotiiws—At Great Barrington, Mass., on Tuesday, July 26, 
Lydia C., wife of Dr. Clarkson T. Collins, and daughter of 
Cc — G. Coffin, of Nantucket, Mass, aged 39 years and 6 
months 

Gucurtiset—In this city, on Thursday evening the 21st of 
= = Maud, infant daughter of Dr. Jas. G. and Lizzie S. 

christ. 

Sm#etton.—At eam. 5 = I, on Monday, July 25, Dr. 
Nathan Shelton, aged 80 _ 

Cox—In the Officers’ Hospital, Lookout Mountain, Tenn., 
on Friday, July 29, Abraham Liddon Cox , M. D., Surgeon-in 
chief of ivision, Ist Division, 20th Corps, Army ‘of the Cum- 
berland, and formerly of the City of New ¥ York, aged 64 years. 

KissaM.—At Jamaica , L. I, on Satarday, Aug. 6, of Para- 
lysis, Mary A.,- wife of Dr. George H, Kissam. 

McEwen.—At Stratford, Conn., on Tuesday, August 9, Caro- 
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line E., wife of Dr. Robert c. McEwen, M. D., and daughter of 
Francis Armstrong, Esq , of St. Croix, W. 1., aged 28 years, 
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WANTED. 

Subscribers having any of the following numbers to spare, 
will confer a favor, and likewise be credited on their running 
subscriptions, with such as they may return us. 

Vols. I, If, 11 &1V. All the numbers. 

Vol. V. No. 1, Oct. 6, 60; No. 19, pe. 9, "61. 

VI. Nos. 18, 19, ‘Aug. 3, 10, 6 
VII. Hes. 1, 2, 6, Oct. 5, 12, Nov. 9, '61; Nos. 10 to 13, 
Bi, to March 8, *63. 
Vit, Nos 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, July 26, Aug. 2, 9, 30, Sept 


1X. Nos. 6, 7, 8, 13 & 14,17 & 18, iow. 8, 15, 22, 62, 
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